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PREFACE 
India has the third largest higher education system in the world after China and the US in 

terms of enrolment which is around 11.6 million (2007-08). In terms of the number of 

institutions, India is the largest higher education system in the world with 416 universities 

and 20,677 colleges. With over 1,500 B-schools and about 100,000 MBA (Master of Business 

Administration) graduates passing out every year, the aspirants for MBA admission are 

growing exponentially. Indian Institute of Management (IIM) alone cannot match up with 

the growing number of MBA applicants, and hence, many B-schools are coming up in the 

country to capitalise the market potential. In fact, in 2008, more than 250,000 appeared for 

Common Admission Test (CAT) test. The student–seat ratio comes out to approximately 

1:170. It clearly shows the tremendous demand for other B-schools in the country. 

 

Keeping this scenario as the backdrop, the report attempts to cover the higher education 

system in India, the structure of various universities and curricula offered, the genesis of 

private initiative and its present status, initiatives taken by the Government to improve the 

backbone of the country’s higher education system and above all a special focus on the MBA 

education – its issues and challenges, placements and a broad comparison with foreign MBA 

institutes. The focus of the report is on higher education system and MBA education in 

particular. This report has total 9 chapters and discusses all the pertinent issues related to 

management education in India.  

 

The report will be useful for educationists, research scholars, private entrepreneurs 

interested in investment in higher education, foreign research bodies inclined to do research 

on higher education in India, private MBA schools and financial institutes/banks. 
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